
Midmweek wonders 
Berlin makes an ideal excursion for clubhouse guests, 
says ROSL ARTS Administrator Anna Maciuk 
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to a treasure trove of architecture, museums 

and galleries. 

To get a feel for the artistic side of Berlin, 

1 made a reservation at the Arte Luise 

Kunsthotel. The decor and furniture of each 

bedroom is based an a different concept, 

created by a local artist. To stay at the hotel is 

to sleep in a work of art, with rooms including 

Christopher Platz's 'Standby', in which socks 

appear to have escaped from the wardrobe 

and started racing up the walls; 'Mammels 

Traum by Dieter Mammel, where guests are 

dwarfed by a gigantic oak bed, evoking 

childhood memories of staying with 

grandparents; and Silke Volimers's 'Mythos 

Fliegen', where the fumrture is made frorn 

reclaimed airplane fragments. 

Arte Luise Kunsthotel is conveniently 

located near the Berlin Reichstag, restored by 

Norman Foster in 1999— a must-see for any 

first-time visitor to the city. As 1 climbed 

Foster's futuristic glass dome perched an top 

of the building, 1 was tom between taking in 

the breathtaking views across the city and 
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Partially destroyed in the mid-20th century, 

Unter den Linden is the main cultural hub of 

Berlin and home to many of the City's main 

attractions. On the north side is an area 

commonly known as Museum Island, where 

visitors can see the great Pergamon Altar, the 

icanic bust of the Egyptian Queen Nefertiti, 

Byzantine art, and the 300BC scuipture The 

Pi'aying Boy. For fans of conternporary art, the 

Deutsche Guggenheim, on the ground floor of 

the Deutsche Bank building, hosts four 

international exhibitions a year. 

At the western end of Unter den Linden 

stands the impasing Brandenburg Gate. A 

short walk from here, across the Tiergarten, is 

the Berlin Kulturforum, the cultural centre of 

farmer West Berlin. Situated just beyond the 

Neue Nationalgalerie and the Berliner 

Philharmonie - home to one of the world's top 

orchestras - is the Bauhaus Archive. Built in 

1979 by Walter Gropius, the movement's 

founder, the archive has an impressive 

collection of furniture, artworks, architectural 

models, graphic design, and products of the 

early 20th-century design school. As weil as 

more recognisable works, by artists such as 

Wassily Kandinsky, there are same beautiful, 

hand-painted geometric studies in colour and 

design by students of the movement. 

To experience the bohemian side of 

the city, head east to Kreuzberg and 

Friedrichshain, where you can explore side 

streets peppered with galleries and coffee 

hauses. The most interesting and quirky 

galleries in any City often are not listed in 

traditional guidebooks. To save yourself time, 

take Part in Berlin's latest art project by 

baaking an art escort (wvw.art-escort.de ). An 

artist, writer, filmmaker or designer will walk 

you through a personalised itinerary of hidden 

cultural sights while providing a unique insight 

inta the life of a Berlin artist. 


